how to survive and thrive 


Firstly, be vigilant against deception, in a day when assuredly evil men and 
impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. Admittedly, 
this is a tough one, given the everpresent lying that surrounds us and the 
suppression of dissent. Try to sift truth from falsehood but don’t become obsessed 
because, in many cases, you won't be able to be sure anyway. Focus most on 
what's proximate to you and on the people most important to you. It sounds terrible, 
| Know, because everyone who’s denoted as an “expert” or an “authority” isn’t 
necessarily unreliable, but that’s a good starting assumption. Be skeptical — about 
everyone. In communist countries, this was the norm: listen to what the 
establishment media say, to foreign sources if you can access them, and to anti- 
establishment dissidents (then it was samizdat, now it’s internet “conspiracy 
theorists” — but don’t get sucked in by Trojan Horses like the infamous Q.): then 
triangulate and take your best guess. There may be a cost. As Solzhenitsyn said, 
“He who chooses the lie as his principle inevitably chooses violence as his 
method.” 


Secondly, as stewards of every worldly charge placed on us by God and by other 
people—as fathers and mothers, as husbands and wives, as sons and daughters, 
as neighbors, as students, as workers, as citizens, as patriots—we must prudently 
care for those to whom we have a duty within the limited power and wisdom allotted 
to us. Start with yourselves. Be as self-sufficient as possible. Get involved in your 
community; that leftist slogan is actually a good one: think globally, act locally. 
Befriend your neighbors. Learn a real skill — electricity, plumbing, carpentry. Farm! 
DON’T go to law school, for goodness’ sake. Get in shape. Eat and sleep right. 
Have plenty of the essentials: food, fuel, gold, ammunition. Learn to shoot. Limit 
computer and phone time. Cultivate healthy personal relationships — real ones, not 
virtual ones. Marry young, have kids — especially women, don’t get seduced by all 
that “career” nonsense. Read old books. Cultivate virtue. Go to church. Simply being 
what used to be considered normal and leading a productive life is becoming the 
most revolutionary act one can perform. With that in mind, find the strength to be 
revolutionaries indeed! You’ve seen the meme: Hard times create strong men; 
Strong men create good times; Good times create weak men; Weak men create 
hard times. Well, take it from the weakling generation that brought them to you: the 
hard times, they is a-coming. But they won't last forever. If you live through them — 
and some of you will not — we'll see what possibilities, as of now literally 
unimaginable, might then exist. But you will need to be personally fit to take 
advantage of them. You will also need to be part of some kind of sustainable 
community of likeminded people. 


Third, for those of you who are believers, particularly Christians, we must pray 
without ceasing, firm in faith that, through whatever hardships may lie ahead, even 
the very hairs of our head are all numbered, and the final triumph of Truth is never in 
doubt. 


